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EDITORIAL NOTES. ® 





SHE Apostle Paul says in his Epistle 
f to Timothy: ‘‘ This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation; 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief."’ 
Paul was a sinner, and we now call him 
saint. What changed his condition ? 
How does a sinner become a saint? In 
a hundred places in his writings the 
Apostle tells us. We wish we could 
send a copy of Mr. Samuel B. Schiffe- 
lin's ‘‘ Index to the Bible*’ to every 
Roman Cathoiic who reads this. They 
would find therein references which 
would answer the questions, such as: 

‘* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.’’ 

Is not a priest with his masses and 
absolutions necessary? No. 

‘* The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.’’ 

‘* He is able to save them to the ut- 
termost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.’’ No other intercessor 
or mediator is necessary. If our Ro- 
man Catholic friends will call upon the 
name of the Lord Jesus, they shall be 
saved, like other Christians. 
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Roman Catholic Bigotry Rebuked. 

Last month when the American ladies 
in Havana commemorated the first an- 
niversary of the destruction of the Maine 
by placing flowers on the graves of the 
266 American sailors who were the vic- 
tims of that awful crime, the Roman Ca- 
tholic bishop of Havana refused per- 
mission to hold a Protestant service 
in the cemetery, though there were five 
American Protestant ministers present. 
When the Jesuit priest Sherman offered 
to read a Catholic service, Commander 
Cromwell of the U. S. Navy would not 
permit him to officiate. 





Catholic Papers Dead and Dying. 

last year was a disastrous one to the 
Roman Catholic Church in more ways 
than in the ruin of Spain, ‘‘ the most 
Catholic country in the world,’’ by the 
United States, the most Protestant coun- 
try in the world. More Catholics were 
converted than in any year of which 
there is record, and more Roman Ca: 
tholic papers went out of existance than 
in the ten preceding years. A dozen 
Catholic papers died last year, the best 
known of which was the Catholic Re- 
view of this city, whose publication 
ceased in October. 

From Geo. P. Rowell & Co., the 
publishers of the Newspaper Directory, 
we learn that thirty Roman Catholic pa- 
pers have suspended publication within 
a few years. It may be safely said that 
Mr. Snell—to whom too much space is 
given in this issue of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC—will not re-enter the ranks 
of Roman Catholic journalism. Itdoes 
not pay. _If he shall find the papal re- 
ligion as unsatisfactory as writing for 
the papal papers, there is only one 
course for kim to pursue—earnestly to 
pray that he might return to the faith 
of his fathers. There are other degen- 
erate sons of noble sires like him who 
have been deceived by the alluring 
falsehoods of the Church of Rome. 






Pope Leo, Millionaire. 


It is not usual to think of Pope Leo 
XIII. as one of the world’s great mil- 
lionaires, yet this he is. His personal 
estate considerably exceeds $20,000,0c0. 

Barring small bequests to relatives, 
this money will gotothe Church, as 
did the $10,000,000 of Pius IX. 

It is not easy for a Pope to remain 
poor. His habits are simple, his offi- 
cial expenses are all provided for and 
the most extraordinary presents are 
made to him, either by will or during 
the life of the donors. The London 
News gives the following list of pres- 
ents made to Leo XTII. since his ac- 
cession : Twenty-six tiaras ornamented 
with precious stones, 319 gold crosses 
set with brilliants and other stones, 
1,200 curs in gold or silver, 81 -rings, 
one of which, from the Sultan, is worth 
100,000 frances; the largest diamond in 
the world, presented by the President 
of the Transvaal ; 16 pastoral staffs in 
gold and silver; 884 gold or silver 
stands for the host; 7 gold or silver 
statues, about 1,000 objects of art, be- 
sides any quantity of money.—NVew 
York World, January 22, 1899. 





CHRIST’S MISSION DEBT. 


One hundred dollars was received 
last month for the payment of the debt 
on the Mission. This with $150 pre- 
viously received makes $250. The 
promises received also count up $250, 
which it is expected will be paid this 
month, thus reducing the debt to 
$3,500. This is not a large sum for the 
friends of this work to contribute, and 
thus pay the whole debt in a short 
time. It will bea great help to the 
work if the mission building can be 
cleared of debt before the summer. The 
amount needed is small when the pay- 
ments for the last few years and the ex- 
penses of carrying on the work at the 
same time are considered. 
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SERVICES IN CH 


RIST’S MISSION. | 


142 West Twenty first Street, New York. 


JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PASTOR. 


HE attendance at the Mission ser- 
vice has been larger this season 
than in any year of its history. In the 
notices sent out every week the follow: 
ing invitation appears: ‘* Protestants 
and Catholics and all those who do 
not attend any church are cordially 
invited to the meetings.’’ Sever- 
al times the seating capacity of the 
chapel has been taxed to the utmost. 
The interest manifested in the meetings 
has been so large that some friends 
thought they ought to be transferred to 
the great hall of Masonic Temple where 
the services had been held for so many 
years. Butthelabor and expense of 
the meetings in the Temple are very 
great, and until the debt on Christ’s 
Mission is paid off it has not been 
deemed advisable to incur additional 
burdens. As it is confidently expected 
that this debt, now less than $4.000, 
will be paid this year, the prospect of 
holding meetings in the larger hall in 
the near future is very bright. More 
Roman Catholics would attend the ser- 
vices in a place like Masonic Temple or 
any other large hall than in the chapel 
of Christ's Mission, which, though very 
neat and comfortable, still has the ap 
pearance of a private house. 

At all the services last month the 
young priest from Ohio, the Rev. W. B. 
Fleck, was present and frequently took 
part in the exercises. Since he came 
to Christ’s Mission four months ago he 
has endeared himself to the congrega 
tion and the friends of the Mission by 
his gentlemanly bearing, the sweetness 
of his character and the amiability of 
his disposition. If all the priests of 
Rome were like Mr. Fleck, there would 
not be much trouble with them, has 
been a common remark. But their yood 


qualities do not appear until they are 
converted. When they turnaway from 
the false doctrines and superstitions of 
the Church of Rome and give their 
hearts to Christ as their Saviour who 
alone has the power to transform them 
they become newcreatures. Thischange 
for the better is evident when they have 
been some time at Christ’s Mission. 

Another priest who first came to 
Christ's Mission three months ago is 
the Rev. Antonious Sharkie, a native 
of Aleppo, Syria, who had been a priest 
in his country for twenty years. Before 
his arrival in New York in November, 
Pastor O Connor had received a letter 
from the Rev. Henry H. Jessup, D. D., 
the well-known American missionary 
in Beirut, Syria, commending this Sy- 
rian priest who had made sacrifices in 
accepting the truth of God as revealed 
in the Bible, and who, because of perse- 
cution, could not declare himself a Prot- 
estant in hiscountry. His life would 
bein danger if he had publicly an- 
nounced his conversion. 

At the Sunday evening service Feb 
ruary 26, this Syrian priest, Father 
Sharkie, was dressed in the vestments 
he wore as a Roman Catholic priest of 
the Maronite rite, and gave illustrations 
of the manner of celebrating mass ac- 
cording to that form. It was altogether 
different from the form used in Roman 
Catholic churches generally, and wasa 
novelty to the Roman Catholics present. 
As Father Sharkie is just learning to 
speak English he could explain the 
ceremonies only in part. The statement 
he had prepared regarding his history 
and conversion, and which is publish- 
ed on next page, was read by Mr. Fleck, 
who has been most attentive to this 
Syrian priest every day in the Mission. 
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A TIARONITE PRIEST’S CONVERSION. 





A STATEMENT OF FACTS BY THE PRIEST, ANTHONY SHARKIE, IN CONNECTION 


WITH HIS RENUNCIATION OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC RELIGION, AND HIS 


ACCEPTANCE OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY. 


WAS born in the City of Aleppo, 
in the northern part of Syria, 
of Roman Catholic parents, and was 
brought up in their religion according 
to the Syrian rite. After receiving 
an education I supported myself by 
selling foreign novelties. At the age 
of twenty-one I was chosen to the 
priesthood by the unanimous vote of the 
Catholics of Aleppo. The bishop him- 
self taught me philosophy and theology, 
and gave me practical lessons of how to 
minister to the spiritual and temporal 
wants of my countrymen. Meanwhile 
I gathered about me many pupils whom 
I iearned to love dearly. I am forty 
years of age, and was a priest for six- 
teen years. 

However, the more I studied the 
doctrines of the Church of Rome in the 
light of the Scriptures and of the early 
teachings and practices of the Church 
of Christ, the more clearly could I see 
how the popes had departed from the 
true faith by substituting man’s word, 
or tradition, for God’s Word, and by 
gradually adopting into their religious 
system many of the Jewish rites and 
ceremonies and pagan practices and be- 
liefs. ‘The bishop and priests tried in 
vain to explain away the many contra- 
dictions and innovations that I pointed 
out to them as existing in the Roman 
Church. My soul grew anx’ous and 
troubled, and I longed to learn and fol- 
low the pure teachings of our Lord. 

There was but one small Protestant 
church in my nativecity. The Roman 
Catholics are blindly guided by their 
priests, who teach them to despise the 
Protestants and to shun their company. 
Religious freedom is unknown there. 
A Catholic found reading a Protestant 


book, or visiting the Protestant minis- 
ter, is persecuted as a criminal and 
forced to burn the book. This condi- 
tion of affairs made it extremely diffi- 
cult for me to acquire the light I so 
much sought after. I knewthat by pay- 
ing a visit to the Protestant minister in 
Aleppo I would at once be deprived of 
my income as a priest, and that I would 
be jeered at and despised and persecuted 
by my friends and co religionists. Yet, 
by the grace of God, I was permitted to 
repeat with Paul: ‘‘ Who shall separ- 
ate me from tLe love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?’’ So I took courage and went 
to the Protestant minister, Rev. Habib 
Subaiha, a very learned and virtuous 
man, who introduced me to Rev. Dr. 
Christie, an American Protestant mis- 
sionary, and gave me a _ book called 
‘* The Guide to the Knowledge of the 
Gospel.’’ On reading this valuable 
book a great chapge was wrought in 
me, and I determined, with the advice 
and assistance of Rev. Dr. Christie, to 
escape from the hands of my persecu- 
tors and go to the land of the free, where 
I could worship my God undisturbed 
according to the dictates of my con- 
science and the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit. 

As it happened in the providence of 
God, the archbishop requested me to 
meet the patriarch at Alexandretta. I 
immediately acquainted Rev. Dr. Chris- 
tie of this opportunity now offered me 
to carry out my project. He kindly 


gave me a note of introduction to the 
Rev. Dr. Henry H. Jessup of Beirut to 
facilitate my escape from that sea port 
Without daring 


to the United States. 
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to bid farewell to my dear father and 
mother and brothers and sisters and 
friends for fear of causing them to sus- 
pect my purpose, I proceeded to Alex- 
andretta, and to my great delight learn- 
ed that the patriarch was out of the 
city, so that I left at once for Beirut and 
took the first ocean steamer to Europe, 
and made the voyage to this country, 
arriving here in New York in Novem- 
ber, 1898. 

On hearing of my arrival in this city 
many of my countrymen called to wel- 
come me. But they were amazed, sur- 
prised and shocked when they saw me 
dressed in the clothing of a citizen. In 
our country the priest always wears his 
clerical garb and high hat even on the 
streets. I soon ascertained that my 
people here are kept in the same ignor- 
ance, superstitions and priestly bond- 
age asein the old country. They made 
every effort to induce me to change my 
religious convictions, offering to present 
me before the Syrian and Maronite 
priests here, and to induce Archbishop 
Corrigan to give me a charge in one of 
the churches of New York. But I re- 
fused all their overtures, and told them 
how I had renounced the teachings and 
practices of the Roman Church to fol- 
low in the footsteps of my Saviour and 
Master. I explained to them that I 
had torn myself away from parents and 
friends, and ventured to come to this 
strange country without knowing a 
word of the language, that I might 
breathe in its fulness the breath of lib- 
erty which had been denied mein my 
native land. 

I foresaw the many hardships I would 
have to encounter at the outset, but I 
also knew that God would raise up 
friends for me until I should have ac- 
quired the language of my newly adopt- 
ed country, and give me consolation in 
time of distress and persecution. I re- 
called the words of Christ: ‘‘ Who 
denieth not his father, mother, brother, 


sister and wife loveth me not;’’ and 
‘* He who carrieth not his cross, cannot 
be my disciple.’’ 

When some of my Catholic country- 
men in New York heard that I intended 
inthe near future to publishin book 
form what I had written about the su- 
perstitious rites and practices of the 
Roman Church and the doings of her 
priests, they threatened me with death, 
and have done all they could to make 
life unpleasant for me even here in the 
land of freedom. I answered them that 
‘*to die for Christ, is gain for me,’’ and 
that I was not afraid of those ‘‘ that 
persecute the body,’’ but that I was re- 
solved to save the soul in that body that 
God gave me, by entrusting my salva- 
tion to Jesus Christ. I pleaded with 
them to read the Scriptures and non- 
Roman books, and thus to find light 
and grace through the sacrifice of 
Christ, as I, their priest, had done. 

My great desire now isto have the 
book above referred to printed in the 
Arabic language and distributed in 
Syria, Palestine and Egypt. As soon 
as I shall have learned the English ton- 
gue sufficiently well I shall translate 
it into this language also. In this 
book I treat, first, of the early history of 
the Christian religion in Syria, and 
point out the hindrances placed in the 
way of true Christianity by the distinc- 
tive Roman doctrines, the necessity of 
abandoning all such man-made teach- 
ings and practices and drawing our 
faith from the Scriptures, the only re- 
liable source of saving grace that really 
saves all who will drink therefrom. 

In the second part of my book I show 
how the Church of Christ, which for the 
first three centuries was hidden because 
of the many persecutions, was the same 
as the Evangelical or Protestant Church 
of to-day, based solely on the Bible, 
without the additions and superstitions 
introduced by the popes. Here I also 
relate how in our own time those are 
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persecuted who seek after the pure Gos- 
pel teaching, and try in all honesty and 
sincerity to break away from the pagan 
and Jewish practices. To confirm this 
statement I narrate my own exper- 
iences when called by God to abandon 
the faith of my poor deluded parents, 
and to follow Him and show that I love 
Him even more than home and parents 
and ease and riches. 

Third, I warn my fellow-countrymen 
of the fate that awaits all who place 
man in the place of Christ as their true 
Mediator and Saviour. I describe how 
the priests unwarrantably interfere with 
their family rights and God-given lib- 
erties, and rob them of the very neces- 
saries of life. Likewise I prove on what 
false principles and assumptions they 
ground their supposed privilege of en- 
slaving ther fellow men and keeping 
them in ignorance. 

Thank God, I am now the brother in 
Christ of all who believe in Him and 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. I 
feel happy to be among a free and 
Christian people. I thank God for the 
sympathy and courtesy I have received 
from Christian friends while passing 
through this crisis of my life. I con- 
sidered the loss of my position as a priest 
and of home and friends as nothing in 
comparison with the peace of mind and 
tranquilty of soul I now enjoy, and the 
blessed assurance that Iam _ saved by 
faith in my Crucified Saviour. The de- 
sire of my heart now is to bring others 
to the cross and have them taste how 
sweet are the mercies of God to the re- 
pentant sintfer who believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his heart. 

I thank God for the friends He has 
given me since landing on these shores, 
and I shall never cease to ask Him to 
bless them and Christ’s Mission for the 
kindness I have received. 

As Mr. Fleck read the testimony of 
the converted Syrian priest he also re- 
ferred to the pastor of Christ's Mission. 





Other Speakers at Christ’s Mission. 
Besides the pastor, there were other 
speakers at the services in Christ's Mis- 
sion during the month. Rev. Adolphus 
Kistler, who is taking a post graduate 
course in Princeton Seminary, preached 
on the first Sunday of the month. As 
he is,a converted Catholic his sermon 
had a special interest for the congrega- 
tion. Mr. Kistler isa young man of 
signal ability, and if he could devote 
his talents to the work of the evangeli- 
zation of his Roman Catholic brethren, 
a great work could be accomplished, es- 
pecially among the Germans, as he can 
preach in that tongue as well as in 
English. Mr. Fleck also speaks Ger- 
man fluently. Indeed a knowledge of 
many languages seems to bea character- 
istic of the priests who come to Christ’s 
Mission. Last month a letter was re- 
ceived from a priest who can speak and 
write ten languages. He is at present 
in Europe, but wants to come to this 
country where he can more safely with- 
draw from the Roman Catholic Church. 
Dr. Paul Pollach, the distinguished 
physician of Chicago, who was at 
Christ’s Mission in 1896, is master of 
twelve languages. He was one of the 
most learned priests in the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, but he is now a greater 
and a happier man as a successful phy- 
sician and a devout Christian. 

At the Sunday evening service on 
February 19 an address was delivered 
by Captain Charles A. Colcord, a ship- 
master who has sailed the seas fur 
twenty years, as his father before him 
did for thirty years. Captain Colcord’s 
address was greatly enjoyed by the con- 
gregation. Heisa Christian man who 
never misses an opportunity to witness 
for the blessed Master, and for this he 
is qualified by natural gifts of oratory 
and a fine voice for singing. Best of 
all, he has been taught by the Spirit, 
and knows whereof he speaks when he 
tells the good news of salvation through 
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Him ‘‘ who gave Himself for us that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purity unto Himself a peculiar pzople, 
zealous of good works.’’ 

Captain Colcord’s ship was outside 
the bay during the blizzard last month, 
and he considers it a special providence 
that he was preserved through that ter- 
rible storm. 





Renouncing Romanism. 





Conversions from the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in Austria have been very 
numerous within the last six months. 
This is notable, for Austria, like Spain, 
has attained unenviable notoriety for 
opposition to the Gospel. The present 
movement began with the Catholics 
themselves whe are dissatisfied with the 
policy of the Austrian Government in 
discriminating against the German ele- 
ment in the population of the empire. 
Several communities have declared 
themselves on the side of Protestantism, 
and the movement is growing. 

In France the great work among the 
priests inaugurated by Fathers Bourrier 
and Phillipot is assuming large propor- 
tions. Like the work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion in this city the movement in France 
has been called to the attention of the 
Pope by the translator ofthe life of 
Father Hecker, and has been one of the 
factors in the condemnation of the Paul- 
ist Fathers. 

Everywhere in all parts of our great 
Republic, the Catholic people are leav- 
ing the Church of Rome in large num- 
bers. This is true also of Canada and 
of South American countries. In Jan- 
uary the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States entered upon 
church work in South America by the 
consecration of Dr. Kinsolving as Bish- 
op of Brazil. Hitherto the work was 
purely missionary. ‘The Presbyterian, 


Methodist and Baptist Churches have 
in South America for 


been at work 





many years with increasing success. In 
Canada the work has advanced by leaps 
and bounds, and the glorious life and 
death of Father Chiniquy will be a new 
stimulus to greater exertiou and larger 
results in the future. 

In Ireland the Rev. Thomas Connel- 
lan, the converted priest, the Irish 
Church Missions, the Scripture Read- 
ears’ Society of Ireland (of which the 
wise and consecrated Captain J. Kear- 
ney White is director), are doing ex- 
cellent work. In England the Protes- 
tant Reformation Society,the Protestant 
Alliance and other similar organizations 
have been very successful in opposing 
Ritualism and Romanism. In Scotland 
the good work is also progressing in the 
hands of the good men who direct the 
affairs of the Scottish Reformation So- 
ciety. Every month Zhe Bulwark of 
Glasgow gives cheering news of the 
success that attends all efforts to pre- 
sent the truth of God in opposition to 
the errors of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Inthat country God is work- 
ing in a wonderful manner. From the 
London Presbyterian of January 12, 
1899, we take the following paragraph: 

‘* A curious scandal has arisen among 
the Roman Catholic people of the min- 
ing village of Slamannan, in Stirling- 
shire. The priest, the Rev. Father 
Macoscar, -a native of the North of Ire- 
land, has rather an autocratic way of 
dealing with his flock, and, one day, 
when a young mother went to the Ro- 
man Catholic school to complain about 
the treatment given to her children, he 
turned upon her and beat her with a 
stick. His flock, or a large portion of 
it, resented his conduct, and demanded 
his removal. The Archbishop of Ed- 
inburgh, however, says Father Macos- 
car is to remain, and many of the Ca- 
tholics say they have had enough of 
Romanism, and that. henceforth, they 
will neither enter the chapel, nor allow 
their children to attend the school.’’ 
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Absolutions for the Dead. 





HEN General Garcia, the distin- 

) guished Cuban, died in Wash- 
ington in January the funeral service 
was held in a Roman Catholic church, 
and Archbishop Ireland preached aser- 
mon on ‘‘The Glories of Our Country.’’ 
Not a word was said about Garcia's re- 
ligion. He was not a Roman Catholic, 
though doubtless like all Cubans he 
was baptized in the Church when a 
child. The press generally, and the 
New York /ndependent in particular, 
emphasized the fact that he wasa prom- 
inent Freemason. Hence he was under 
the ban of the Roman Church. But, 
as in the case of General William T. 
Sherman, when he was at the point of 
death and unconscious, a priest was 
called to his bedside by tke attendants 
and gave the ‘‘ absolution for the dy- 
ing.’’ This afforded an excuse for 
holding a funeral service in a church. 

General Sherman was not a Roman 
Catholic, though his wife and children 
were, and his eldest son is well known 
as a Jesuit priest. If a priest had not 
performed some ceremony over his un- 
conscious body he could not have been 
buried by the side of his wife in the Ro- 
man Catholic cemetery in St. Louis. 

A scene similar to these was enacted 
at the death of President Faure of 
France last month. He had been in his 
usual health on Thursday, February 
16, until he was taken suddenly ill at 6 
p.m. Calling his private secretary at 
that hour he said to him, ‘‘I do not feel 
well.’’ Physicians were called, but in 
a few hours he was dead. He did not 
call for a priest, but bade farewell to his 
family, and they sent for one. Here is 
the press account of the death scene: 

‘*A soldier on a bicycle was despatch- 
ed to bring any priest he could find, 
and presently he returned with Father 
Renault, the chaplain of the police pris- 
on, whom he met in the street. Whea 


the priest entered the palace the presi- 
dent’s face was almost black from cor- 
gestion. One doctor had drawn the 
tongue to keep the lungs alive, another 
was holding a bottle of oxygen to his 
nose, another was rubbing his hands. 
But apoplexy had done its work. The 
senior physician exclaimed, ‘ We have 
done all we can; let religion to console 
the family now come in.’ The priest 
had no holy oil to administer extreme 
unction, so he gave absolution in ex- 
tremis. When all was over the presi- 
dent’s widow thanked him for his ser- 
vices and asked him to recite prayers 
for her.’’ 

Requiem masses for the soul of Presi- 
dent Faure were said in most of the 
capitals of Europe the day of the funer- 
al, February 23. They were state func- 
tions with no religious significance. At 
the mass in the French church in this 
city the priest said (we quote from the 
New York 7ribune, February 24): 
“Although President Faure had not 
been an active churchman, yet the im- 
mense amount of good he had done, es- 
pecially in the way of relieving the poor 
and suffering, would assuredly count 
much in the final reckoning, charity 
being according to the teachings of 
Christ the chief of all virtues. More- 
over, President Faure, when he felt the 
approach of death, had called for a 
priest, and had passed into eternity as a 
good Christian.’’ 

The statement that President Faure 
had called for a priest is not according 
to the facts in the case. His family and 
attendants had sent for a priest, as in 
the case of General Sherman. Neither 
did General Garcia send for a priest. If 
the family of Father Chiniquy had not 
been on the alert, and if the great hero 
of Protestantism had not prepared his 
last testament, witnessed by a notary, 
declaring that he died a Protestant 
Christian and anathematizing the doc 
trines cf Rome, the Roman Catholic ec- 
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clesiastics would also say that he had 
called for a priest. The fact is that not 
one in a thousand of those who reject 
the faith of Rome calls fora priest when 
dying, and people who believe other- 
wise are grossly deceived by the priests. 
A true Christian is always ready to 
meet his God. The fact that a person 
isa Christian is an evidence that the 
Lord has bestowed His blessing upon 
him or her. ‘‘ The blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.’’ ‘‘A new heart 
will I give thee.’’ ‘‘To be absent from 
the body is to present with the Lord.’’ 





Protestants Honored, Nuns 
Ignored. 

By a vote of the Congress of the 
United States the work of Miss Clara 
Barton and the Red Cross Society so ad- 
mirably conducted by her has been rec- 
ognized with the thanks of the Nation. 

Last month (Feb. 15,) in the United 
States Senate a bill recognizing the de- 
votion and benevolence of Miss Jielen 
Miller Gould and directing the presen- 
tation to her of a gold medal by the 
President of the United States was re- 
ported from the committee on Military 
Affairs and a request made for its im- 
mediate consideration. 

Mr. Hoar (Rep. Mass.) objected, re- 
marking that there should be some 
general policy or understanding on the 
part of Congress in such matters. Ifa 
citizen of eithersex were selected for 
such an honor, every citizen who de- 
served the same honor and did not re- 
ceive it would be, in some sense, dis- 
paraged. He therefore desired that the 
bill should go over for the day. 

The bill went over for a time, but 
after examination Mr. Hoar said he was 
satisfied with it and it was passed. 

Senator Hoar’s purpose was to have 
some recognition accorded to the ‘‘ Sis- 
ters of Charity ’’ for their services in 
the late war with Spain. When he 
learned that these Roman Catholic 





‘* sisters’’ were conspicuous by their 
absence during the war, he did not press 
the point. 

After the civil war there was much 
sentimental nonsense about the work of 
the Roman Catholic nuns, but in the 
Spanish war there were so few of them 
present at the front or in the hospitals 
that they were not worth counting. 
The war with Spain was not to their 
liking. Like all Roman Catholics, from 
the Pope down, their sympathies were 
with the enemy. Hence it was fitting 
that Congress while honoring the noble 
Protestant ladies, Miss Bartonand Miss 
Gould and their co-workers, should ig- 
nore the ‘‘ claims of Rome’”’ in this 
case. By and by when the policy of 
the Roman Catholic Church is better 
known tothe American people other 
** claims of Rome’’ will be ignored in 
the same decided manner. 

A Roman Catholic paper, the New 
York Catholic News, in its issue of Feb- 
ruary 25, 1899, says: ‘‘It is unfortu- 
nate that no official notice of what our 
nuns have done in the recent war with 
Spain has been taken by the authorities 
at Washington. Other women who 
acted as nurses during the war have 
been praised,even by the President, and 
many of them have received special 
honors from State Legislatures. But 
the service of the nuns have been ig 
nored.’’ And rightly, too; for the 
nuns’ hearts were bleeding for poor 
Spain and they could not minister to 
our soldiers for shooting down “‘ the 
most faithful children of the Church.’’ 
The less the Roman Catholics have to 
say about the services of the nuns dur- 
ing the war the better for all concerned. 
It was charitable of the authorities at 
Washington to “ignore’’ them while com- 
mending the devoted Protestant ladies 
who did such efficient service. ‘* The 
Passing of the Nun’”’ might be appro- 
piately used as the heading of a chapter 
of the history of the war with Spain. 
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ATTACKS ON THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





OR the last twenty years many at- 
tacks have been made on the 
Editor of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
by Roman Catholic papers, but they 
have been cautious in avoiding what 
ever would bring them under the law 
of libel. In 1886 a priest named Mc- 
Tighe of Freeport, Pa., told the editor 
of a paper in that town that we were in 
a monastery ‘‘ doing penance’’ for the 
sin we committed in leaving the Roman 
Catholic Church. After some corres- 
pondence, which appeared in the Pitts- 
burgh Commercial Gazette in March and 
April, 1886, McTighe acknowledged 
his error and said he was mistaken. 
Three years ago another priest, 
Phelan, of St. Louis, who edits a Ro- 
man Catholic paper, Zhe Western 
Watchman, saidin his paper that we 
were confined in a lunatic asylum. A 
similar falsehood was published in sev- 
eral Roman Catholic papers about 
Father Lambert, the converted Redemp- 
torist priest, when he went to Jamaica, 
West Indies, as a Wesleyan minister in 
1835. Usually wetake no notice of the 
malicious falsehcods of the Pope’s 
agents. They defeat themselves, and 
we keep right on with the work the 
Lord has given usto do. The latest 
attack that has been made upon us, 
however, is different from the others, 
for while Roman Catholics to the man- 
ner born may use vile language as most 
congenial, something better might be 
expected from those of Protestant par- 
entage. Hence we notice the letter of 
a former Protestant that appeared in 
the New York Freeman's Journal of 
January 21, 1899. Our attcation was 
called to it by the editor of one of the 
leading religious journals in the coun- 
try, a personal friend of many years 
standing. 





In THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 


January, 1893, reference was made to 
the ‘‘renunciation of the Roman Catho- 
lic faith by Dr. Merwin Marie Snell, 
the lecturer on comparative religion in 
the Catholic University at Washington, 
D. C., and private secretary to Bishop 
Keane, rector of the university.’’ 

The New York Sun, December 29, 
1892, was given as our authority, and 
for the additional statement that Mr. 
Snell was married on Christmas eve 
(December 24, 1892) to Minnie Gilbert 
Sprague, the daughter of a Presbyterian 
clergyman, and that the Rev. J. C. 
Rankin, President of Howard Universi- 
ty, Washington, had performed the 
ceremony. 

After emphasizing the facts we gave 
the following quotations from the Sun: 
‘*This step,’’ said Dr. Snell in an inter- 
view with a reporter, ‘‘excommunicates 
me ipso facto from the Roman Catholic 
Church. I do no anticipate any formal 
excommunication from the powers that 
be. My decision was made at the point 
where my study of religion made it pos- 
sible for me to remain no longer an hon- 
est communicant of the Roman Catholic 
Church. I will soon define my position 
in a public address.’”’ 

We added that as the secretary of 
Bishop Keane Dr. Snell had intimate 
and confidential relations with Mgr. 
Satolli, the papal delegate, who was 
then residing at the university, and with 
other ecclesiastics in Washington; and 
that his conversion had caused great 
consternation among these gentlemen, 
some of whom might follow his exam- 
ple both in renouncing Romanism and 
the celibate state of life. 

Some time afterwards we learned 
from a friend that the article in THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC caused Snell 
much annoyance, and that he had de- 
nounced the editor as ‘‘a liar,’’ without 
specifying any particular statement. 
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In another year or sothe papers an- 
nounced that Mr. Snell was going to 
publish an ‘‘ Oriental’’ or ‘‘ theosophi- 


cal’’ review. He was then lost sight 
of, until in 1897 he became assistant 
editor of the Church Progress, a Roman 
Catholic paper of St. Louis. Several 
times in that paper he said that 
‘*Q’Connor was a liar, a great liar,’’ 
without any specifications. 

Toward the close of the year 1898 
there was a reorganization of the Church 
Progress which caused Mr. Snell’s 
withdrawal from all connection with the 
paper, as his work was not satisfactory 
to the management. It would seem as 
if he blamed O’Connor for that trouble 
or misfortune also, as he wrote a letter 
to the New York Freeman's Journal 
which appeared in that paper of January 
21, 1899, in which he said: ‘‘ O’Con- 
nor evidently noticed that I have ceas- 
ed to be the editor of that publication 
[Church Progress| and imagining, I sup- 
pose, that I might be in trouble, 
thought it a favorable opportunity to 
attempt once more to drag me into that 
foulest corner of the quagmire of sep- 
aratism in which he himself lies wel- 
tering.’’ 

We never attempted to drag him any- 
where, and did not know that he had 
trouble with the Church Progress or had 
retired from it,voluntarily or otherwise. 
Our only offence was to send him two 
bound volumes of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, for which an order was sent 
to this office by a friend, who isa cor- 
respondent of Mr. Snell’s and who 
thought that he would be benefited by 
reading the magazine. 

In his letter to the Freeman's 
Journal Mr. Snell also said that 
O'Connor was a ‘‘renegade,’’ and THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC an ‘‘ infamous 
periodical,’’ and added, ‘‘ It was this 
wretched man who, six years ago, took 
up ard propagated with malicious em- 
belishments of his own a false report of 





my apostacy from the Catholic faith.’’ 
He then adds: ‘‘I wish to state, once 
for all, that whatever may have been 
my shortcomings, I have never, since I 
had the supreme happiness, in the Fall 
of 1884, of being received into the com- 
munion of the holy Catholic and apos- 
tolic Church, had as muchas the slight- 
est doubt of the divine, infallible and 
unique authority, or ceased to cherish, 
the dearest ambition of my life, the de- 
sire to do all in my power for the spread 
of the Catholic faith and the reunicn cf 
all my countrymen in the blessed bonds 
of loyalty to the Vicar of Jesus Christ 
and to the duly constituted hierarchs of 
the Church of God in our own land. In 
this is our only hope of salvation, indi- 
vidually or collectively, either in this 
world or the next.’’ 

He further said: ‘‘It is hard to be 
patient with such virulent enemies of 
the cross of Christ as the man with 
whose name we have been obliged to 
thrice defile this page, . Yet we 
should try to rise to that almost heroic 
charity which can pray for even these, 
that their callous hearts may at last be 
touched by the Spirit of Life, and con- 
verted to the God whose holy name they 
profane by making it a cloak for their 
evil deeds.’’ 

The following account of Mr. Snell's 
‘‘renunciation of Romanism’’ and other 
religious vagaries is taken from a paper 
that has been always favorable to the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is the 
statement in full, from which we quoted 
in 1$93: 


Dr. Snell No Longer a Catholic. 


[New York Sun, Dec. 29, 1892. ] 

‘‘Washington, D. C., Dec. 28, 1892. 
—There is a decided commotion in Ca- 
tholic Church circles here over the de- 
fection of Merwin Marie Snell, private 
secretary to Bishop Keane, the rector of 
the Catholic University, and lecturer on 
comparative religions in that institution. 
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‘*Dr. Snell is a young man of re- 
markable scholarship. He is the au- 
thor of various books on religious sub- 
jects, and has been a frequent contribu- 
tor to the church reviews. His works 
have always breathed the deepest loy- 
alty to the Catholic faith, aud his most 
recent books end with the declaration 
that ifany word written is counter to 
the doctrines of the mother Church it 
must be considered null. 

‘‘By his own device, after deep delib- 
eration, Dr. Snell has cut loose from the 
creed which he had espoused when be- 
ginning his scholarly career and declar- 
ing his allegiance to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

‘* There was a little romence in the 
manner of his leave-taking, too, for it 
was first made known by the announce- 
ment of his marriage. On Christmas 
eve Dr. Snell was married to Minnie 
Gilbert Sprague, the youngest daughter 
of a Presbyterian clergyman here, and 
the ceremony was performed by Rev. J. 
C. Rankin, a Congregaticnalist and 
President of Howard University. ‘This 
step excommunicated me from the Ca- 
tholic Church, fso facto,’ said Dr. Snell 
to-night. ‘I do not anticipate any for- 
mal excommunication from the powers 
that be. My decision was made at the 
point where my study of religions made 
it possible for me to no longer remain 
an honest communicant of the Catholic 
Church. I am not prepared to talk 
about my religious attitude just now. I 
will soon define my position in a public 
address.’ 

‘** Your friends think that you are 
inclined toward theosopby in thought,’ 
was remarked. 

‘**T have been called a theosophist, it 
is true,’ Dr. Snell replied, ‘but I did 
not like the namre. I recognize much 
that is admirable in the Theosophical 
Society, but I cannot accept the belief in 
Mahatmas and in some of the other ten- 
ets which the members of that society 





hold. However, I think it true that 
much of our best thought to day is 
coming from the East, and this study of 
the philosophies of the Orient, which 
the Theosophical Society encourages, 
will be productive of effect upon the re- 
ligions of the West, the Christian re- 
ligions.’ 

‘* Shortly before the announcement of 
his marriage Dr. Snell made public his 
withdrawal from the Catholic Universi- 
ty, but the reason for this step was 
thought to be his project to publish a 
magazine devoted to comparative relig- 
ion and Oriental science. It was in a 
conversation regarding this magazine 
that Dr. Snell made known his change 
of faith. He will conduct his magazine 
in Washington, at the same time deliv- 
ering lectures at Howard University. 

‘Of his future Dr. Snell said that he 
would join no church, but expects to 
gather about him a following of his own. 
His friends gather from their talk with 
him that his belief is identified more 
closely with theosophy than with any 
other system "’ 

Thus far the Suz. 
a similar report. 
order, Mr. Snell. 


The 77ibune had 
An apology is in 





Aguinaldo a Jesuit’s Son. 





The New York 7ribune, February 
24, 1899, quoting from the Review of 
Reviews, saysthat Aguinaldo, the Phil- 
ippine leader, is reported to be the son 
of a Spanish general, but in Manila it is 
stated that he is the son of a Jesuit. At 
the age of four he was in the home of a 
Jesuit priest in Cavite, who gave him an 
education. When he was fourteen or 
fifteen years old he was enrolled in the 
medical department of the pontifical 
university at Manila, and was a bright 
student. When he became of age he 
severed all relations with the Jesuits and 
the Roman Church and joined the Ma- 
sonic Order. 
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STRONG AS DEATH.---A STORY OF THE HUGUENOTS. 





BY ELIZABETH ARROTT WELLS, 





AUTHOR OF ‘‘ST. ULRICH,”’ 


‘* LOYAL TO THE KING,’’ ETC. 


SYNOPSIS. 


The story begins after the Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes. The principal characters are 
Lady Isabelde Beaumont, still in the prime of life, 
and her adopted children, Adrien and Marie, 
whose history is shrouded in mystery. Adrien, 
having entered the army, is sent on a mission to 
Nismes. He encounters a dying Huguenot pas- 
tor, and obtains his Testament as a souvenir. 
‘Jean the Watchman’”’ is a Huguenot in disguise 
among the royal troopers. Father Jerome, the 
village household confessor, is succeeded by the 
noble-minded Father Augustine, the confessor 
during Lady Isabel’s childhood. During a hunt- 
irg expedition Adrien disappears; he reappears 
mysteriously through means known only to Father 
Augustine and Antoine, the aged steward. The 
pastor’s Testament brings salvation to Father 
Augustine, Lady Isabel and Adrien. Their here 
sy is discovered through Marie’s ai, and it is de- 
cided that Lady Isabel and Adrien must retire toa 
secret chamber. The enemy arrives, and a bard 
of soldiers surround the castle. Antoine warns 
Adrien and Lady Isab-]. The signal is given, 
Lady Isabel secures h-r jewels and then goes tothe 
secretchamber. Adrienisseized, but Father Aug- 
ustine is found dead on his bed. Jean the Watch. 
man is one of the soldiers on guard and secretly 
arranges with Antoine for his lady’s welfare. 
Their watchword ig to be ‘*Strong as Death.” 
In her retreat Lady Isabel discovers an important 
letter from one ‘*William Arroch.”’ A deadly epi- 
demic appears in the valley. Father Vincent suc- 
cumbs to it, leaving Ignatius supreme in the castle. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Perhaps in life’s great tapestry the darkest scenes 
are where 

The golden threads of Faith glance forth most ra- 
diant and fair ; 

And gazing on the coming years which unknown 
griefs may bring, 

We hail the lamp which o’er them all shall heav- 
enly lustre fling. 

—F. R. H. 





Ignatius had greatly enjoyed the im- 
portant office conferred upon him by 
Father Vincent, and when he felt 
the dreaded fever’s approach he fought 
most resolutely against it, refusing to 
send any word to Nismes which would 
rob him of his place. 

Antoine, however, was not slow to 
act. As he noted Ignatius’ feverish 


brow and languid steps, he perceived 
that he soon must succumb to the 


fever’s power and, under the pretence of 
needing some important drugs, he set 
out for Nismes and held a consultation 
with Jean. 

One day atter his return he was sit- 
ting with Gaspard when suddenly the 
latter uttered a cry of consternation. 

Slowly advancing up the roadway 
were two monks. One of them seemed 
very aged, for heclung to his compan- 
ion’s arm asif scarcely able to reach 
the castle. 

‘*Oh, why has Jean tarried so long?’ 
Gaspard cried. ‘‘Does he not know our 
time is short? And now with these 
monks here what can we do?”’ 

‘* Alas, my son, it is only too true!” 
and Antoine’s face reflected his son’s 
despair. Evidently the strangers had 
come to relieve Ignatius, and under 
their espionage surely it would be im- 
possible to rescue Lady Isabel. 

‘* Go, my father, learn the worst !” 
exclaimed Gaspard, and as his father 
departed he sprang to his feet and paced 
the room. 

In an hour Antoine returned with the 
news that their surprise had been cor- 
rect. Ignatius had resigned everything 
into the hands of the monks and retired 
to hischamber. There his fever had 
grown rapidly worse and delirium was 
fast approaching. 

As Antoine finished a knock was 
heard at the door, andthe younger of 
the monks was ushered in. 

‘*T have been told,’’ he said ina 
strange muffled voice, ‘‘ that here also 
was one needing my spiritual aid. Be 
thankful, my son, that you are spared, 
when so many of your friends have 
fallen. Leave us alone,” he added to 
his escort, ‘‘ and I will return shortly to 
the poor sufferer below.’’ 
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No sooner had the door closed than 
the stranger softly bolted it, and draw- 
ing his companions to the window, 
threw back his hood, whispering the 
magic words, ‘‘ Love is strong as 
death!’’ and they found themselves face 
to face with Jean the Watchman! 

‘“Why, man, is it you!’’ exclaimed 
Antoine in wild surprise, while Gaspard 
sprang forward and threw his 
around him in rapturous greeting. 

‘Yes,’ he whispered. ‘‘After your 
departure this disguise suddenly occurr- 
ed to me as the very best under the cir- 
cumstances, so our other plan was dis- 
carded. Ifthe news of Father Vin- 
cent’s and Ignatius’ illness can only be 
kept from Father Jerome for a few days, 
Lady Isabel’s rescue may be accom- 
plished.’’ 

** Was your arrival noted in the vil- 
lage ?’’ asked Gaspard anxiously. 

‘*Yes,’’ replied Jean with a smile, 
“and it was all that I could do to es- 
cape the people who besought my 
fatherly blessing! I hope to see them 
later, though my counsels will seem 
strange.’’ 

‘*Oh, do not risk it! Think only of 
our lady!’’ cried both Antoine and his 
son. ‘‘ Tell us what plan you advise,’’ 
the latter added, ‘‘ and we are ready to 
follow.’’ 

‘‘ Now that Lady Isabel may be 
reached from within the castle the way 
will be far less difficult ; for Ignatius 
has delivered over his keys and I have 
made Father Augustine’s old room my 
headquarters.”’ 

‘* What then? ’’ . 

‘To night we will visit your lady and 
my companion will stand guard. She 
will don his robes and he will conceal 
himself until it will be safe to beat re- 
treat. The villagers were much im- 
pressed by his apparent age and weak- 
ness,and will not wonder that I see him 
back to his monastery ere undertaking 
my duties here. Once out of the valley 


arms 





let us hope her escape will be assured.’’ 

‘‘But whither will you take my lady?’’ 
Antoine inquired anxiously. 

‘‘ Even now I have a friend at Mar- 
seilles ready to receive any Huguenot 
whom I succeed in sending him. He 
will manage the rest.’’ 

This all seemed very easy of accom- 
plishment to his hearers, but Jean re- 
alized more fully the attendant dangers. 

At midnight Antoine and Jean des 
cended to Lady Isabel’s retreat. 

They knocked and gave the watch- 
word. Instantly the door flew open and 
the lady looked forth with evident soli- 
citude. 

The chamber was but dimly lighted, 
and as she stood there in a dark velvet 
robe, her face pallid and her eyesgleam- 
ing with feverish expectation,she secm- 
ed like a being of another world. 

Fora moment the men gazed witha 
strange fascination, unable to speak. 

‘* How I have longed to see you, my 
faithful Antoine!’’ tke lady cried. 
‘*Since your message I have watched 
continually for your coming. But have 
you no word for me?’’ 

She placed her hand on his, and at 
the touch a happy smile broke over the 
steward’s face. 

‘*Itis a blessed sight,my lady, which 
I feared my eyes would never see again,”’ 
he cried at last; ‘‘and now your im- 
prisonment will soon be ended.’’ Then 
stepping aside, he motioned to hiscom- 
panion. 

As Jean stepped from the darkness 
I,ady Isabel drew hastily back. 

‘*One who will serve you well, my 
lady,’’ Antoine said, ‘‘and whom you 
may thoroughly trust.’’ 

My lady, as a friend of M. Adrien, I 
ask your confidence.”’ 

‘* Oh, tell me of my boy.”’ 

‘He still languishes in _ prison, 
but will soon be transported to 
the galley. When next I succeed in 


communicating with him I hope to 
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tell him of your escape, my lady.’’ 

**My escape,’’ she repeated sadly. 
** Oh, why not his as well?*’ 

‘* His also, my lady,’’ Jean responded 
quietly, ‘‘if it be the will of God.’’ 

The words recalled Lady Isabel to 
herself. 

‘Thank you, my friend,’’ 
turned gently, ‘° I ask no more. 
of Mlle. Marie? ’’ 

‘I can still learn nothing of her, my 
lady, save that she has been extremely 
-_”* 

‘*Tll unto death?’’ Her voice was 
calm, but there was a ring of anguish in 
it that smote the listeners’ hearts. 

‘*T know not, my lady. Think not of 
her but of yourself. Listen to our plan.’’ 

Ina few words all was explained and 
the lady’s assent gained. 

At sunrise she was to ascend, ready 
to set out, on her perilous journey, her 
own robes being concealed by the flow- 
ing cloak of the elder monk. 

The iutervening hours were spent in 
prayer and sweet communion with Him 
who had proved that His love for her 
was stronger even than: death itself. 

At early dawn as she entered Father 
Augustine's old chamber Jean and An- 
toine were perfectly satisfied. Surely 
no one could ever recognize Lady Isa- 
bel, her face being nearly covered by 
the large hood and her eyes veiled 
beneath green spectacles, while she 
leaned heavily upon her staff. 

She smiled at their look of amaze- 
ment, which however greatly discon- 
certed Antoine. 

‘*Oh, my lady,’’ he cried, ‘‘ never 
smile like that till you have left the val- 
ley, for surely no one else ever—’’ he 
could say no more 

‘* Fear not, Antoine,’’ Jean said with 
a quiet laugh, ‘‘itis not likely your 
lady will be so disposed! Howsoon do 
we start?’”’ 


she re- 
What 


‘* Pierre promised to be ready at sun- 
rise. 


He always leaves early when on 





his monthly trip to Nismes. He was 
delighted to hear who were his passen- 
gers. You know, my lady, his great 
devotion to the Church.’’ And the old 
soldier smiled significantly. 

The lady made no reply, though she 
wondered at their choice, for she had 
determined not to interfere with any of 
Jean’s plans. 

The household was stirring as the 
little group passed through the castle, 
but they only thought the monks in their 
goodness of heart were seeking an early 
opportunity for ministering to the suf- 
fering villagers. 

At the foot of the mountain Pierre’s 
conveyance awaited them, and they 
were soon lost tothe sight of all but 
Antoine, who from the watch-tower long 
followed their course with intense in- 
terest. 

Only once they stopped, when Pierre 
drew up at his cottage gate. Here a 
merry laugh greeted them and a little 
child ran out in his night robe for a 
farewell kiss. 

Instinctively Lady Isabel leaned for- 
ward with one of her beautiful smiles, 
of which Pierre caught a glimpse as she 
hastily drew back. 

Deeply puzzled, he resumed his seat, 
but his thoughts were very busy as 
they proceeded on their way. 

Neither monk was visible to out- 
siders, but looking forward, Lady Isa- 
bel eagerly sought a farewell view of 
each spot, endeared by so many mem- 
ories. 

Suddeniy Pierre turned to his com- 
panions. 

** How does your reverence stand this 
sad jolting ?’’ he inquired of the elder 
monk, 

‘* Sad indeed it is, my good fellow,’’ 
Jean responded before the lady could 
speak; ‘‘but my brother greatly ap- 
preciates your kind solicitude.’’ 

With another long glance at the el- 
der monk, whose face was turned away, 









80 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








Pierre resumed his meditations. 

**You have a fine boy, my man,’’ re- 
marked Jean; ‘‘ may he prove a blessing 
to your old age.’’ 

‘* Yes, your reverence, thanks to our 
beloved Lady Isabel. At his mcther’s 
death she had him brought to the castle 
and under old Theresa’s care he was 
nursed into health and strength. Ah, 
that our Lady Isabel should have been 
spirited away we know not where, she, 
the idol of our little hamlet!’’ 

‘* Nay, nay, my son, have you heard 
nought of her heresy ?”’ 

‘* Heresy or no heresy,’’ 
Pierre, 


exclaimed 
dropping the reins in his 
vehemence, ‘‘my heart will ever re- 
main as true to her as when following 
her father in the olden days!’ 

Strange words these, considering the 
character of his audience ! 

All the time he spoke, however, his 
eyes were fixed on Lady Isabel, and her 
slight start had not escaped him. 

‘The teachings of the Church are 
but lightly esteemed by one holding 
such sentiments,’’ mildly rejoined Jean, 
‘*but my companion can ill bear a 
heated controversy. Later I will dis- 
cuss the matter more fully.”’ 

Pierre was silent though now quite 
convinced that his sudden suspicion was 
well founded. He, a faithful son of the 
Church, was aiding and abetting the es- 
cape of an accused heretic. 

The struggle between his loyalty to 
the Church and also towards his gentle 
benefactress was long and severe, but 
the latter triumphed. His resolve once 
taken, he was immovable, even at the 
sacrifice of all his worldly prospects. 

‘*T understand,’’ he said to Jean, lay- 
ing his hand on his, ‘‘ you are safe!’’ 

No one replied. Jean was too wary to 
be easily won, and he watched him nar- 
rowly. 

It was mid day when they reached a 
little inn where the horses were to be 
watered. 


Jean looked anxiously toward the 
host, lazily smoking in the doorway. 

‘*Do not alight, my—” and Pierre 
abruptly stopped, adding with a know- 
ing smile, ‘‘ will you not permit me to 
bring out some refreshments for your 
reverences? The host is an old friend 
and willbe giad if I save him the 
trouble.”’ 

Soon Pierre returned with two bowls 
of cool rich milk which gave 
strength to the weary travelers. 

It was a great relief to all, when they 
once more started, for now that Pierre 
had resolved to do his best for Lady Is- 
abel, he trembled lest his efforts prove 
futile. 

Like Antoine his contact with army 
life had robbed him of much veneration 
for the Church; but unlike the old 
steward he had yielded an outward 
homage to religion for worldly advan- 
tage. 

No one in the little valley was safer 
from suspicion of heresy than Pierre 
Laurent. 

Lady Isabel silently wondered. Could 
his apparent friendliness bea mere ruse, 
and were they being carried into their 
enemies’ power? Suddenly Pierre star- 
tled them with a new question. 

‘* Tell me, your reverence, why is it 
that the Huguenots neglect confession ? 
Do they think they have no sin?’’ 

‘*'They do confess, my son.’’ 
ever Jean who answered. 

‘*Tney do?’’ Pierre gave his reins 
such a jerk that the horse stood still. 

‘“Yes, to God himself, through His 
Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!’’ 

Pierre had no more to say, but urg- 
ing on his horses, he repeated the 
strange words over and over again. 
Surely the truth spoken in faith is never 
lost. However nothing more was said 


new 


It was 


until the party reached the point where 
they were to separate. 

Here two roads met, and the wagon 
while the 


was to proceed to Nismes, 
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passengers went in the opposite direc- 
tion. 

‘* Your friends live near by, I hope, 
your reverences,’’ remarked Pierre as 
they alighted; ‘‘only speak the word 
and I will gladly drive there.’’ 

‘*Ttis buta short walk, my son,’’ 
Jean said cheerfully. ‘‘The change 
will be agreeable after our long ride. 
May the blessing of heaven rest upon 
you for your kindness.’’ 

Pierre was about to start when from 
beneath Lady Isabel’s cloak a small 
hand was thrust forth to stay him. 

Both his great rough hands grasped 
it eagerly, and without a word he hur- 
ried onward. 

For a few moments Lady Isabel and 
Jean walked along the new road. As 
the sound of wheels died away they re- 
traced their steps,advancing up the road 
they had been following but keeping 
within the shadow of the shrubbery for 
some distance. 

** Now, my lady, follow me,’’ and 
turning abruptly Jean pushed aside the 
bushes and took what was evidently a 
well-known path. To Lady Isabel it 
seemed an impenetrable thicket. She 
followed him with trembling footsteps, 
and finally reached a small clearing sur- 
rounded by rocks. 

‘* Here, my lady, I must ask you to 
rest while I secure a new disguise. Do 
you fear to remain alone?’’ for his 
companion now sunk exhausted to the 
ground. 

** Not alone, Jean’’ she murmured 
and she pointed upwards. 

** Yes, yes, dear lady, you are right, 
and I will hasten back.’’ 

First, however, he arranged a couch 
for her with the long cloaks, spreading 
over them leaves gathered by some for- 

mer occupant. Then he said farewell. 

After her journey over the rough 
mountain road, the intense stillness 
which now reigned was in itself sooth- 
ing and restful, and with the sweetly 





scented atmosphere, soon gave her brow 
relief and she quietly slept, having com- 
mitted herself and her loved ones into 
her Lord’s keeping. 

Thus protected, what need was there 
for anxious watching or distressing 
fears? 

‘*So He giveth His beloved sleep.’’ 

[To BE CONTINUED. | 





The Same Bible. 





At a public dinner given to Mr. Jos- 
eph H. Choate, our new Ambassador to 
England, before his departure for that 
country he said: ‘‘I believe that the 
English people were never hostile to the 
American people. God made of one 
blood these two mighty nations. A 
common origin, a common literature, a 
common law, and the English Bible 
have bound their hearts together in 
such a union as no rivalry of interest, 
exigency of politics or blunder of Gov- 
ernments can ever permanently impair.’’ 

Wren Admiral Lord Charles Beres- 
ford of England was entertained at a 
public dinner in New York on February 
23 he said the English nation would do 
all in its power to promote friendliness 
hetween the two countries. ‘‘ We are 
of the same blood, with the same laws, 
the same literature, the same ideas, the 
same religion.’’ 

When two public men of distinguished 
character and ability, the best repres- 
entatives of their respective countries, 
use identical language expressive of 
the alliance that exists or should exist 
between the United States and England, 
with special emphasis on the power of 
the English Bible to cement the union, 
there is reason for rejoicing by all Prot- 
estants. The contrary feeling will be 
experienced by the followers of the Pope 

who never use the Bible. The nations 
with a Bible will always surpass and 
dominate the countries and peoples that 
ignore the Word of God. 
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LIFE IN ROMAN CATHOLIC MONASTERIES. 


BY AUGUSTINE BAUMANN, FORMERLY ‘‘ FATHER AUGUSTINE,’’ OF THE 


PASSIONIST MONASTERY, HOBOKEN, N. J. 
CHAPTER VII. 
[COPYRIGHTED 1899. ] 


The third vow which the monks make is a promise to God to keep 
chaste. That vow has caused them more trouble than any other, and 
it is still a source of serious annoyance to them every day. In the first 
place it has given rise tonumerous stories about the doings of monks in 
their monasteries. Whenever it so happened that a nunnery was founded 
close to some monastery the outside world would at once wink and point 
at the two establishments as practically one. Now I can say from my 
own experience that monks are not worse than other people in the world. 
I have heard the confessions of hundreds of Roman Catholic men, and I 
can safely say that the morality of monks compares favorably with that of 
unmarried men everywhere. Asa class, they are not more immoral than 
other classes of men, and I do not therefore see the justice of blackening 
the reputations of all monks and nuns indiscriminately. 

What I object to in monastic life is the obligation imposed on all monks 
to abstain from marrying, in virtue of their vow of chastity. It should be 
understood that the monks do not make a vow not to marry In fact as 
far as marrying goes, many, after a number of years spent in the monas. 
tery, would be only too glad to submit to the ‘‘ divine vocation ’’ to marry 
if they could choose for themselves. But they are prevented. The popes 
from time immemorial have so interpreted the vow of chastity as to ex- 
clude the right to marry. In taking this vow at their ordination the 
monks merely say, ‘‘ we promise God to be chaste,’’ and the Pope adds, 
‘*In erder to make you keep your vow I prohibit you from marrying.’’ 
Such is, in a few words, the position which the monks hold as regards 
marriage. Very few individual monks are opposed to the institution of 
marriage, and I am sure that ifa plebiscite were taken, excluding those 
over sixty years of age, nine out of ten would vote for the right and priv- 
ilege to marry. 

The subject of the celibacy of the priesthood and the vow of chastity of 
monks and nuns is naturally a delicate one to treat in public, and even in 
the monastery the greatest caution was exercised in referring to it. The 
master of novices, who was so dogmatic on other subjects, was extremely 
careful on this point, and gave us only private lessons regarding it when 
we made our confessions and in our spiritual conferences. Generally 
chastity was referred to as modesty, and we were told to mortify all our 
senses, but especially our eyes, since the greatest danger came through 
the eyes, which we were told were the windowsofthe soul. Our modesty 
was to be so great that we were not only to look at no one, but if we saw 
a human face we were at once to report that important fact to the master 
of novices. It was some time before I knew the meaning of this. Butin 
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due course by reading the lives of the saints I came to understand that the 
great danger they saw ahead was the sight of a young woman. This 
cleared up my understanding considerably. I now knew why they said 
that danger is so liable to come through the eyes. Ifa young monk sees 
a fine young woman he is still a man and might take an interest in the 
strange being. Therefore to look at that portion of creation included in the 
feminine world is prohibited to the good monk. 

It will be said that I am exaggerating and that monks out of their mon- 
asteries act like other men and look at all they meet, not excluding young 
women, and even widows. But I am not responsible for all the monks do. 
If some of them, or ifall of them, after a certain time hold their religious 
tules in contempt and follow the way of all flesh, Iam notto blame. I 
give their rules as they are supposed to be in force, and as they surely 
were in force when I got my training in Pittsburg. When my mother 
came to see me at the time of my profession I was afraid to look into her 
face, and I do not think I looked at my little brother’s face at the time, 
though he was a child only seven years of age. That there may be some- 
thing fundamentally wrong I am willing to admit; indeed, I think my ex- 
position of monastic life ought to convince everyone that there is something 
wrong in the system. The monks have found that in spite ofall the pre- 
cautions taken to prevent them from falling into the matrimonial trap 
many of them were caught, and their vows and professions, their rules 
and regulations came to naught 

For a monk openly to break his vow of chastity is a serious offence, 
and if it causes a big scandal, expulsion from the order will follow 
unless he consents to do penance and forego many privileges. _It is diffi- 
cult for outsiders to form an idea of the terrible crime which is involved 
in the monastic doctrine by the breaking of the vow of chastity. One has 
to be a monk to realize all the terrors of the doctrine. I have been there 
and know exactly what is meant by it. I verily believe that no other 
doctrine gives rise to so much mental agony in the young monks as that 
of monastic chastity. Yet what does it allamounttointheend? The 
older the monk grows the more indifferent he becomes, and if he wants to 
do as he pleases in this matter as in others he easily finds a way without 
being discovered. 

Four hundred years ago the great Erasmus in his notes on the New 
Testament censured the system which by false representations induces 
young men to renounce their right to marry at an age when they do not 
know what is meant by marriage. Erasmus says: ‘‘ Boys and girls who 
have been tempted into religious houses ought to be set free, as having 
been taken in by fraud.’’ In another place he says: ‘‘Men are threatened 
or tempted into vows of celibacy. They can get license to go with harlots, 
but they must not marry wives. They may keep concubines and remain 
priests. If they take wives they are thrown to the flames.’’ Such was 
the result of the doctrine of celibacy four hundred years ago, and it is not 
materially altered since then. Human nature is always the same. 

The monastic system is, to a great extent, upheld by the stupid and un- 
natural doctrine regarding chastity. Children are made to believe that 
the most innocent instincts of human nature are mortally sinful, that hell 
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and damnation awaits them for feelings and inclinations which they can- 
not control, and many on that account enter the monasteries, imagining 
that they will be able to throw off their natural instincts and become an- 
gels in the flesh. Whilst such is the impression made upon the young 
and inexperienced, and whilst monasteries, and especially convents of 
nuns, are filled with recruits who are driven into them by dread of the 
world’s contamination, the practical morality of monks is not such as to 
beget great confidence in their system. Human nature is sure to assert 
itself. 

A more horrible doctrine has not been invented to torture the consciences 
of unsuspecting youths and maidens. I know what I am speaking about. 
I have heard the confessions of many, including monks and nuns, and I 
know that this infernal doctrine casting a slur upon our fathers and moth- 
ers is the cause of more mental agony and despair than any other practice 
in the monastery. Unhappily it is alsoa doctrine which cannot easily 
be touched or combated. The Roman Catholic Church is sheitered behind 
a wall of prudery and sentimentality, and the secrecy of the confessional 
does not allow a ray of light to enter between the tyrannical confessor and 
his youthful, unsuspecting victims. The confessor has probably been a 
victim himself of the horrible system, and we may credit him with the 
belief that he was himself deceived and does not know any better. Once 
this unnatural doctrine is abolished the greatest pillar and support of the 
Ron.an Catholic Church and of monasticism will be broken down. 

The history of monasticism from the earliest days shows that it was 
mainly founded on the vain belief that the sexual instincts of man were 
sinful. St. Anthony in the desert after he had spent years in fasting and 
prayer was still reported as fighting against the most natural instinct. The 
devil himself came to make the struggle harder for him, and is said to 
have appeared in the shape of a lovely young woman perfectly naked. 
This story about the devil may be credited by pious believers, but to men 
of sense it Snows that the ‘‘ saint’’ had a diseased imagination, that it was 
his whole glory and ambition to struggle against nature asif it were some- 
thing sinful, and that his dreams and even his waking moments were filled 
with phantoms of things that did not exist. How much better would it 
have been if such a horrible doctrine had not been invented and imposed 
upon men who were otherwise earnest, sincere and good. The monks 
would have been ten thousand times better men if they had all married 
and each one had been contented with his own wife. Then there would 
have been no visions like that of St. Anthony. 

I feel sincere sympathy for the monks who have been my brethrer and 
companions, and who are still the slaves of the barbarous system invented 
by men with crazed imaginations. As age and reason have grown inthem 
as it grew in me, I believe that many of them would be only too glad to 
shake off the horrible nightmare. But they are bound by a thousand ties 
and cords which they cannot break. A terrible struggle awaits the monk 
who, after years of solitude and quiet in the cloister, is suddenly thrown 
upon the world to earn his own living. Few have the courage to face the 
ordeal, and we should be lenient with them if they are not what in early 
youth they expected to be. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

It is now in order for me to describe in detail all the practices invented 
by the monks. When I entered the novitiate of the Passionists to become 
a full-fledged monk, I had, after all my experience with the holy fathers 
during my youth, only a very vague notion of what constituted the life of 
a monk. But I was soon initiated into all the secrets. Some people im- 
agine that the monks are put through terrible secret ordeals—that naked 
swords are suspended over their heads, that murderous assaults are made 
upon them at midnight, and that they are tumbled into graves or boxed 
up in coffins to try their constancy. Such is not the case. The ordeal 
and trial are much more intricate, though not so murderous. Thetraining 
of the young novice is mental and moral agony. 

The first lesson that the novice receives as to the meaning of the monas- 
tic theory is that he must from the moment he enters the novitiate strive 
to become a perfect man. Striving after christian perfection is declared to 
be the one and only object of a monk. He must live for that alone. 
He is bound under penalty of mortal sin and with the threat of hell- 
fire always pending over him, to strive after christian perfection. The 
profession of a monk, therefore, put in one word, is to strive after perfec- 
tion. The mere statement of this peculiar doctrine may be sufficient to 
provoke a smile. The outside world, which has a different standard from 
the one used by the monks, is persuaded that innumerable monks are 
daily striving after many other things besides christian perfection. The 
older the monk becomes, and the more his view of the world expands, the 
more he thinks of striving for things not included in christian perfection. 
Ease, comfort and pleasure, lawful and unlawful, then take the place of 
christian perfection. 

This may seem to be a hard saying, but it is doubtful whether any 
monks attain the perfection to which it is their profession to aspire. It is 
enough to go to one of the monastic institutions to obtain an idea of the 
perfection of the monks. To see them in their dusty, threadbare habits 
and greasy cowls, their slippered, unwashed feet, and their careless slov- 
enly manners is apt to suggest anything but the idea of perfection. A 
man of the world contemplating them would come to the conclusion that 
their profession was to be unclean, untidy and in every way imperfect. 
Yet in spite of common sense, in spite of the criticism of the world, the 
monks profess a life of perfection. Read any rule, the Franciscan, the 
Dominican, the Benedictine or the Carmelite, and it will be seen that all 
the monks are supposed to strive after christian perfection. Among the 
Passionists the idea is so prominent that it is mentioned in the first chap- 
ter of the rules. 

There are many kinds of perfection. We may speak of a perfect fool or 
of a perfect ape. The monks evidently do not mean that they are striving 
after perfection on those lines. They distinctly qualify the perfection they 
are striving after, which is christian perfection. It seems to me that so 
many absurd things have been said and done in the monasteries and con- 
vents in the name of christian perfection, that the mention of it should be 
enough to beget suspicion of something uncanny or unhealthy in the 
mind. It is very remarkable that men who claim to be perfect like the 
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monks are always under the necessity of telling the world about it. Per- 
haps if they did not let us know that they were perfect or striving to be- 
come so we would be inclined to think they were striving the opposite 
way. It is necessary that many of the monks should speak loudly about 
their striving after perfection, because if they did not speak loudly we 
might be mistaken as to their intentions. 

I remember well the impression which the doctrine of perfection made 
upon me when I first heard it in the monastery. The thought that 
I was to give my whole life to the practice of christian perfection struck 
me as a wonderful ideal. I set to work with a will and expected that I 
would surely be perfect in a short time. I was to take Christ as my 
model, and we were told that he who imitated Christ would surely become 
as perfect as Christ. Like Him we were to be content in poverty, content 
with hunger and cold, and tn fact with all the ills to which flesh is heir ; 
we were to fast and pray like Him, and be as unworldly as He was. 
What a beautiful doctrine it was; and how we were struck with ad- 
miration when told that Christ had instituted the religious life professed 
by the monks, and that they were, more than others, the imitators of 
Christ. Poor misguided novices that we were! What did we know of 
the world, of the deceitfulness of men, and of the extent to which ignor- 
ance may lead by misrepresentations. We blindly and innocently follow- 
ed the teaching provided us until a later day when the light of common 
sense and the failure of monastic principles to produce what was promised 
opened our eyes. 

I learned in the course of time that striving after perfection was a mere 
profession. Brother X. would be quarrelsome, brother G. was a mur- 
murer, brother R. was a glutton, brother B. was too fond of drink, Father 
J. was fond of going out to visit widows, Father C. had preference for 
choir girls, Father A. stole out at night and visited no one knew whom, 
and certain superiors were peevish, miserly, oppressive, and whilst they 
drove others to strict observance of the rule, escaped all the obligations 
themselves. I saw that the doctrine did not work so well in practice as I 
had been led to think in the beginning of my religious career, and I be- 
came disgusted with too many professions and too little practice. 

But in spite of the glaring contradictions in practice, the monks are 
consistent in theory. Beginning with the principle that a monk must 
strive for perfection, they forthwith lay down the means by which that 
perfection is to be attained. They take the Roman Catholic doctrine 
strictly as regards the temptation and fall of Adam. Accordingly novices 
are carefully taught that man isa fallen being, that most, if not all, his 
inclinations are evil or have a tendency to evil; that, like the devil, he is 
a rebel against God and prefers to go his own way, no matter in what di- 
rection it leads. All our natural inclinations being evil, it must be good 
to oppose them, and, therefore, we hear so much from monastic teachers 
about mortification of the senses and appetites, of self-denial and of pen- 
ances. If man is fallen it is considered good policy to kick him whilst he 
is down, just as certain brutes kick a mule that has fallen under its load 
in order to make the animal get up. 

Our degraded nature is degraded because it is fallen. We were, there- 
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fore, to punish ourselves for this fault of our forefathers six thousand 
years ago. Ourcorrupt nature was to be improved by long fasts, by vig- 
ils and by interminable prayers, by punishing our bodies in every imagin- 
able way. The theory of the monks is that human nature is perfected by 
going against nature, and therefore our appetite was to be improved by 
not eating, our senses by not enjoying them, and all our faculties by not 
using them. If a monk is to enjoy himself let him not eat or drink; if he 
is to be happy let him deny all his wishes; if he is to do good let him have 
no chance of doing harm. ‘These practices will make a new being, a per- 
fect christian out of the monk. Mortification, self-denial, penances and 
voluntary imprisonment are supposed to be great aids to christian perfec- 
tion. Many old monks wished they had no ears that they might not 
hear, and no eyes that they might not see. I have often remarked that if 
the prehistoric tail were still an ornamental appendage to man the monks 
would insist on cutting it off to save their souls from being caught by the 
world and the devil. 

Whilst speaking upon perfection and the means of attaining it, I may 
mention that the figure of the ass, the mule and other perverse animals 
play an important part in monastic economy. One of the first things that 
a novice is taught is that he must consider himself as having the qualities 
ofanass. It is considered a great joke for the master of novices to call 
one of his subjects an ass ora mule. It excites the greatest hilarity, and 
the novice, of course, must take the joke witha smile. I have heard a 
sermon preached by an old monk on the good qualities of an ass, and St. 
Paul of the Cross, the founder of our order, has been often compared to a 
mule. I do not know whether there was involuntary irony in this com- 
parison, but I certainly know that the ass plays an important part in mon- 
astic training. The sooner the novice becomes convinced that he belongs 
to the asinine family the sooner he attains perfection and the more he is 
esteemed. Such is the system by which the monastic teachers imagine 
that the) improve hnman nature. By setting up the ass as their ideal 
they unconsciously furnish a better comment on their system and doctrines 
than I could do by writing volumes upon their ridiculous pretensions of 
striving after christian perfection. It could be said with more truth that 
they strive after asinine perfection, and I must credit them with success in 
their efforts. 

To give a touch of holy simplicity to his quaint humor St. Paul of the 
Cross publicly thanked God for having given him the grace to know him- 
self. Itis seriously stated in his life written by a Passionist that St. 
Paul of the Cross considered himself to be a horrible dragon and a beast. 
On other occasions he used to compare himself to a mule carrying burdens 
up a steep hill. | This man is naively proposed to the youthful novice as 
the ideal whom he is to imitate. Of course the monks when they mention 
these facts speak very seriously, but it seems only the more ridiculous and 
does not at all detract from the humor of the case. Whilst striving after 
perfection, the monks openly profess that they find their ideal where no 
sane man would think of looking for it. 


[To BE CONTINUED. ] 
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The Signal Service in the War 





One of our friends, Captain A. D. 
B. Smead, Carlisle, Pa., was an officer 
in the Signal Service Corps in Cuba 
during the war with Spain. After the 
war was over he spent several weeks in 
New York, and we learned much 
from him ofthe great work his corps 
had accomplished. This gentleman 
was an officer in the regular army fif- 
teen years ago, as were his father and 
brother before him. His brother was 
killed in battle during the civil war and 
his father died of yellow fever contract- 
ed in Mexico where he served as a 
captain in the same regiment with 
Captain Ulysses S. Grant, afterwards 
the great General aud President of 
the United States. 

Our friend studied law after he had 
resigned from the army, and was suc- 
cessful in his profession when the war 
with Spain broke out He left his law 
business in the hands of his partner and 
offered his services to the Government. 
He received a Captain’s commission and 
was sent to the front with General A. 
W. Greely of the Signal Service. He 
did good service, and as a Christian 
man he always had a word in season for 
his Master and had great influence over 
his men. Inthis he followed the ex- 
ample of his commanding general. 

At the session of the War Depart- 
ment Investigating Commission in 
Washington, last December, General 
Grcely said his plans had been laid 
well ahead, that lines of communication 
operated most satisfactorily, and. that 
there had not been a single complaint 
of the manner in which the corps had 
responded to all calls on it. 

Referring to the health of his men, 
General Greely said: 

‘‘T may mention that out of 1,300 
men in the corps I only had five suc- 
cumb to disease. There were two 
killed, and two officers had their horses 


shot from under them.’’ 

‘* Did you have any doctorsin your 
corps?’’ 

‘* No, sir.’’ 

There was a general laugh at this, 
and ex-Governor Beaver said: ‘‘ Good 
thing Dr. Conner is not here.” (Dr. 
Conner is one of the Commissioners. 
He is not a Roman Catholic,though his 
ancestral name was O’Connor. He is 
one of the ‘‘ Twenty Millions Lost’’ to 
the Papal Church in this country. ) 

Our young readers who love adven- 
ture will be interested in learning that 
it was General Greely’s Signal Service 
men that discoverd Admiral Cervera’s 
fleet in Santiago Harbor. 

He was asked by General McCook, 
one of the Commissioners: ‘‘ Will you 
tell how Cervera was located in San- 
tiago?’’ 

‘Through Colonel Allen, of my 
corps,’’ said General Greely, ‘‘ who re- 
ceived the news from Havana in the af- 
ternoon, and President McKinley had 
it by midnight.’’ 

‘** How did you manage to communi- 
cate between Santiago and Havana, and 
how did you get the news out of 
Havana?” : 

‘“We had our confidential agents in 
Cuba where they would do the most 
good, and they had their own methods of 
communicating with each other. Wear- 
ranged that before the war. They were 
men upon whom we could depend, and 
when anything worth knowing happen- 
ed in Cuba the President usually had it 
by midnight.”’ 

‘* All the same,’’ said General Mc- 
Cook, ‘‘ I don’t see how you did it.’’ 

But General Greely would give no 
further information, so we do not know 
‘* how he did it ;’’ and our friend, who 
took a leading part in the work of the 
Signal Service, has not yet told us. But 
he may in the future; and if he does, 
we shall publish it in this magazine for 
the benefit of our young readers. 
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FIFTH SERIES. 


VIII. 


The Pope Condemns the Paulists and Cardinal Gibbons’ Americanism. 


New York, March, 1899. 

SiR :—You have received a severe blow. I cannot say I am sorry, or 
that I sympathize with you. For years you have been building up a 
thing called ‘‘Americanism,’’ and by a stroke of the pen in the Pope’s hand 
it has been demolished. You have been posing before the Ametican 
people as a “‘ liberal prelate,’’ an ‘‘ American Catholic’? who had out- 
grown the antiquated ideas of European ecclesiastics regarding the Ca- 
tholic Church. You and your party, of which Archbishop Ireland and the 
Paulist Fathers are the most conspicuous members, carefully avoided 
the term ‘‘ Roman ”’ in referring to the Church of Rome. It was always 
the ‘‘ Catholic ’’ Church, the *‘ universal ’’ church, of which all ‘‘Chris- 
tians’’ were members if they behaved themselves properly and did not 
antagonize the pretensions of the Church of Rome. Just say nothing about 
its ‘‘ claims;’’ they cannot be enforced, you know ; and so let us be Ckris- 
tians ina neighborly way. This, in substance, has been your course to- 
ward the American people of all shades of Protestantism since you became 
a Cardinal. You stole into their favor, and you escaped discovery for a 
long time, but now they have found you out. 

Ordinarily we sympathize with those who bave met with reverses and 
disappointments, whose idols are shattered and whose hearts aresore. The 
pathos of your words when Bishop Keane was removed from the Catholic 
University at Washington, of which he was the first rector, touched many 
hearts. After the Pope’s letter of dismissal was read by Bishop Keane 
to the officers of the university on October 6, 1896, the reports in the 
papers of October 7 said: 

‘* Many of the students and visitors sobbed audibly. But the one who 
seemed most deeply affected was Cardinal Gibbons. When he rose to 
speak he was trembling so violently that for a moment it seemed that he 
would faint. When he began to speak his voice trembled and broke, and 
he made no effort to hide the tears that rushed to his eyes. The Cardin- 
al’s face was as white as the marble statue of St. Thomas Aquinas, the 
patron saint of the university, near which he was standing, and the drawn 
look about the deep set eyes and his mouth marked the emotion under 
which he was laboring. 

‘**T ama hard man to move,’ he half sobbed. ‘But to day I am 
moved with the most profouud sorrow I have ever felt in a long life full of 
sorrows.’ ’’ 

Your heart was moved then, for Bishop Keane had been your protege 
and he was a factor in the process of ‘‘ Americanizing’’ the Church of 
Rome. Now it is your pride, self-love and vanity that are wounded, and 
no one pities you. Your present dejected condition has been caused by a 
letter which the Pope sent you last month. It was written in January, 
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but its publication was withheld until Archbishop Ireland reached Rome, 
whither he hurried as soon as he learned from his and your agents at the 
Vatican—‘‘ spies ’’ they are called in Rome—that the letter had been pre- 
pared. He used money with a free hand among the cardinals—the New 
York Herald, February 26, quoted a Roman paper to that effect, naming 
Cardinal Rampolla, the papal secretary of state, as the recipient of Ireland’s 
gold—but there was no modification of the severity of the condemnation 
of your ‘‘ Americanism’’ by the Pope. Perhaps Ireland did not take 
enough money with him. Everybody knows that you can have anything 
you want at Rome if you have sufficient money. 

At all events Archbishop Ireland failed, and you received the letter. I 
shall not publish it here, Cardinal, until I receive a copy of the original 
Latin. Toooften have you and your colleagues given a twist to the 
translation ofa Latin phrase that has modified and changed the meaning. 
Therefore you cannot be trusted. I must see the original; and as I get 
such documents direct from Rome I hope to have this famous letter 
soon. Meantime it will suffice to say that the Pope condemns your eff- 
orts to ‘‘Americanize’’ the Roman Church. To do otherwise, he says, 
‘‘ would give rise tothe suspicion that there are among you some who 
conceive and would have the Church in America to be different from what 
it is in the rest of the world.’’ 

That is plain, Cardinal. Nevermore can you talk of ‘‘Americanizing ’’ 
the Church, or of the ‘‘American Catholic Church.’’ ‘The Pope says it 
is the Roman Church; as in the sentence following the above he says; 
‘But the true Church is one, as by unity of doctrine, so by unity of 
government, and she is Catholic. Since God has placed the centre and 
foundation of unity in the chair of blessed Peter, she is rightly called the 
Roman Church, for ‘‘ where Peter is, there is the Church.’’ It matters 
not that the Pope’s interpretation is false and his reasoning unsound, you 
must accept his dictum that his Church is ‘‘ Roman,’’ and govern your- 
self accordingly. ‘‘ Wherefore,’’ he adds, ’‘ if anybody wishes to be con- 
sidered a real Catholic’’ he must believe that ‘‘ the Church was built upon 
Peter as its rock, and that whosoever gathereth not with the Pope 
scattereth.’’ 

Early in his letter the Pope comes to the point when he says that the 
methods of the Paulists in trying to ‘‘ convert’’ Protestants by minimiz- 
ing the true doctrines of the Roman Church are to be condemned. ‘‘ The 
undeilying principle of these new opinions [of the Paulists] is that, in 
order to more easily attract those who differ from her, the Church should 
shape her teachings more in accord with the spirit of the age and relax 
some of her ancient severity and make some concessions to new opinions. 
Many think that these concessions should be made not only in regard to 
ways of living, but even in regard to doctrines which belong to the de- 
posit of the faith. They contend that z¢ would be opportune, in order to 
gain those who differ from us, to omit certain points of her teaching and to 
tone down the meaning which the Church has always attached to them.’’ 
The italics are mine. For years past I have said that the Paulists were 
deceiving the Protestants whom they beguiled into accepting the religion 
of Rome; and now the Pope says the samething. I never thought the 
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Pope and I would be in agreement on any point, but he has come around 
to my view as expressed in THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC time and again. 
The Paulists are deceivers, and now they are unmasked. God pity 
the former Protestants who were deceived by them! They will find 
it harder to return to the religion of Christ than if they had never strayed 
from the path. It has been my privilege to comfort some of those victims 
of the deceptive teaching of the Paulists. Their eyes were soon opened to 
the truth, and to their sorrow they learned that there was no liberty of 
soul or conscience in the Roman Church. 

On this point the Pope says in his letter: ‘‘In this present matter 
[Americanism] there is even a greater danger and more manifest opposi- 
tion to Catholic doctrine and discipline in that opinion of the lovers of 
novelty [freedom] according to which they hold such liberty should be al- 
lowed in the Church, that her supervision and watchfulness being in some 
sense lessened, allowance be granted the faithful, each one to follow out 
more freely the leading of his own mind and the trend of his own proper 
activity. They are of opinion that such liberty has its counterpart in the 
newly given civil freedom which is now the right and foundation of al- 
most every secular State. . . . Those who avail themselves of such a 
way of reasoning seem to depart seriously from the authority and teaching 
rights of this Apostolic See.’’ 

‘These dangers,’’ he continues, ‘‘ viz, the confounding of license with 
liberty, the passion for discussing every possible subject, the assumed 
right to hold whatever opinions one pleases upon any subject and to set 
them forth in print to the world, have so wrapped minds in darkness that 
there is now a greater need of the Church’s teaching office than ever be- 
fore.’’ 

This formidable letter was ‘‘ given at Rome, from St. Peter’s, the 22nd 
day of January, i899,’’ and signed by Pope Leo XIII. himself. The 
document could be summed up in three short sentences: 

1. The Pope condemns the teaching of the Paulists—‘‘that the Church 
should shape her teachings more in accord with the spirit of the age and 
relax some of her ancient severity and make concessions to new opinions.’’ 

2. He declares that ‘‘such a policy would tend rather to separate Catho- 
lics from the church than to bring in those who are outside the pale.’’ 

3. Therefore the Pope ‘‘ cannot give approval to those views which, in 
their collective sense, are called Americanism.’’ 

Intelligent Roman Catholics and priests who have some conscience left 
have secn the trend of this teaching and in a quiet way they are with- 
drawing from your Church and becoming members of various Protestant 
churches. You and Archbishop Ireland and the other ‘‘ liberals’’ have 
concealed these conversions from Rome, and the anger of the Vatican has 
been aroused when the truth has become known. You kept Rome in 
ignorance of what was transpiring in this country, and it was not until the 
life of Father Hecker was translated into French and the methods of the 
Paulists were exposed in language that the Pope could understand that ac- 
tion was taken. A commentary on Father Hecker’s life and work was 
published by a French priest, Maignen, with the title, ‘‘ Is Father Hecker 
a Saint?’’ anc on page 386 of that work a whole page is devoted to the 
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** Mission to Catholics,’’ that is, the work of CuristT’s Mission which I 


have the privilege of directing. The book was published in Paris last 
year, and it has already run to twelve editiuns. I translate a part of the 
page referred to: 

‘* There is a Protestant Mission in New York City which during the 
eighteen years of its existence has received into its bosom 54 Roman Ca- 
tholic priests, of whom nine [nineteen] are active members of the Pro- 
testant clergy. The Mission has been the means of coverting 3,600 Ca- 
tholics who have accepted its teaching and influence. These converts 
have naturally united with churches of the various denominations, Pres- 
byterian, Methodist and Baptist. The head of the Mission in New York 
is the Rev. James A. O’Connor.” 

That is sufficient for the present, Cardinal. By a mode of reasoning 
peculiar to Catholics I know you will condemn me and the work I am do- 
ing as being in some measure responsible for the troubles that have come 
upon you by the Pope's disapproval of your ‘‘Americanism.’’ Will I pile 
on the agony if I call your attention to the following document which an- 
other priest who recently came to Christ’s Mission and renounced the 
faith of Rome to become a Protestant minister, placed in my hands? He 
is not one ofthe 54. That figure was passed long ago. He is one of the 
60 Catholic priests whom I have been privileged to help in renouncing 
your Church and becoming Protestants. As you see, he was a priest of 
the diocese of Newark, N. J., until he came to Christ's Mission. It isa 
curious document. 


FACULTIES OF A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST. 


GIVEN TO REV. MARCUS MAZZUCA BY BISHOP WIGGER OF NEWARK, N. J. 





Venatinus Michael, 


Dei et Apostoliczee .Sedis Gratia 


Episcopus Novarcensis. 
Reverendo Marco Mazzuca. 


Auctoritate Nostra ordinaria, nec- 
non Apostalicze Nobis a Sancta Sede 
delegata, sequentes concedimus fac- 
ultates in animarium salutem intra 
fines nostrze dicecesis exercendas. 

1. Administrandi omnia sacra- 
menta, Confirmatione et Ordine ex- 
ceptis. ; 

2. Absolvendi ab heresi, et 
apostasia a fide, et aschismate quos- 
cumque, etiam ecclesiasticos, tam 
szeculares quam regulares: non tam- 
en eos qui ex locis fuerint ubi Sanc- 
tum Officium exercetur, nisi in lo- 
cis missionum, in quibus impune 
grassantur heereses,deliquerint; nec 
illos qui judicialiter abjuraverint, 


Winand Michael, 
By the Grace of God and the favor 
of the Apostolic See, Bishop 
of Newark. 
To Reverend Marcus Mazzuca. 

By our ordinary authority and 
by the authority delegated to us by 
the Holy See, we grant you the fol- 
lowing facuities to be exercised for 
the salvation of souls in our diocese: 

1. To administer all the sacra- 
ments,exclusive of confirmation and 
holy orders. 

2. To absolve from heresy, 
apostasy from the faith, and schism, 
anyone, even secular priests and 
monks; not, however, (a) such 
persons who came from any of the 
places under the jurisdiction of the 
congregation of the Sacred Office, 
unless they contracted the crimes, 
Stated above, in missionary coun- 
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nisi isti nati sint ubi impune grass- 
antur heereses, et post judicialem 
abjurationem illuc  reversi, in 
heereism fuerint relapsi; et hos in 
foro conscientiz tantum. 

3. Absolvendi ab omnibus cen- 
suris in Constitutione ‘‘ Apostolice 
sedis moderationi,’’ d. d. 12. Octob- 
ris, 1869, contentis etiam iis que 
ibidem Romano Pontifici speciali 
modo reservantur. ; 

His non comprehenditur facultas 
absolvendi ; (a) complicem in pec- 
cato turpi; (4) sacerdotem qui com- 
plicem absolvere preesumpserit; (c) 
personam cujuscumque sexus quz 
vel per seipsam falso denuntiavit 
sacerdotem de sollicitatione in con- 
fessione, vel sceleste procuravit ut id 
ab aliis fieret; (d) procurantes abor- 
tum, effectu sequuto; (¢) contrahen- 
tes matrimonium coram przcone 
Protestantico, vel coram magistrato 
eivili; (/) a suspensionibus in Syn- 
odo Dicecesana III., nn. 137, 145, 
latis; (g) in casibus supra (n 2) ex- 
ceptis; (4) maritos vel maritas tres 
vel plures annos separatim viventes, 
sine permissu Ordinarii in scriptis. 

4. Absolvendi, etiam directe, a 
casibus in numero przcedenti sub 
(d) et (e) et (f/) reservatis; (a) 
zegrotis, quibus Sacra Eucharista 
etsi devotionis gratia tantum, vel 
Extrema Unctio administratur; (4) 
nupturientes qui in ordine ad 
Matrimonii Sacramentum confiten- 
tur; (c) eos qui sacris missionibus 
vel exercitiis spritualibus operam 
dant; (@) detentos in carcere; (¢) 
eos, qui reservationem vel censur- 
am, quo tempore in crimen prolapsi 
sunt, ignorarunt. 

5. Dispensandi quoad exercitum 
ordinum jam susceptorum, in qui- 
buscumque irregularitatibus, ex- 
ceptis illis, quee proveniunt vel ex 
bigamia vera, vel homicidio volun- 
tario, vel ex violata censura. 


tries where heretics are allowed to 
go unpunished ; (b) nor those who 
have judicially renounced their 
heresies once, and then relapsed 
into their former heresies. 

3. ‘To absolve from all censures 
enumerated inthe bull issued Octo- 
ber 12, 1869, even from those cases 
reserved therein in a special manner 
to the Roman Pontiff. 

This does not, however, include 
the faculty of absolving (a) your ac- 
complice in sins against chastity ; nor 
(b) to absolve another priest who at- 
tempted to absolve his accomplice 
in such sins ; (c) nor a person of 
either sex who may have falsely ac- 
cused a priest of having solicited a 
penitent during confession to com- 
mit such sins; d) nor any one who 
successfully procured an abortion ; 
(e) nor those who are married by a 
Protestant minister or a civil magis- 
trate ; (f) nor from the suspensions 
of priests as noted in the Diocesan 
Synod III, Nos. 137, 145; (g) nor 
in cases mentioned above under No. 
2; (h) northe husbands or wives 
who have lived apart three or more 
years without the written permis- 
sion of the bishop. 

4. To absolve directly from the 
cases reserved under Nos. d, e, and 
f, in the preceding paragraph; (a) 
those who are sick and may wish to 
receive the Holy Eucharist for the 
sake of piety only, or are to have 
Extreme Unction administered to 
them; (b) such as are about to be 
married and go to confession before 
receiving this sacrament ; (c) those 
who give holy missions or spiritual 
exercises; (d) those imprisoned ; 
(e) those who were ignorant of the 
censure or reserved case at the time 
they incurred same. 

5. To permit the exercise of Sa- 
cred Orders already conferred, in all 
irregularities that do not arise from 
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vota simplicia in alia pia opera; et 
dispensandi ex rationabili causa in 
votis simplicibus: (a) castitatis per- 
fectze et perpetucze, non tamen in 
Religiosa professione emissis; (6) 
ingrediendi religionem, in qua vota 
solemnia nuncupantur. 

7. Absolvendi et dispensandi in 
quacumque simonia, injuncta aliqua 
eleemosyna, vel pcenitentia salutari. 

8. Dispensandi, quando expedire 
videbitur, super esu carnium, ovor- 
um et lacticiniorum tempore jejun- 
iorum et quadragesime. 

g. Largiendi ter in anno indul- 
gentiam plenariam contritis, con- 
fessis, ac Sacra Communione refec- 
tis, eamdemque lucrandi sibi; item 
concedendi indulgentiam plenariam 
primo conversis ab hzresi, atque 
etiam fidelibus quibuscumque in ar- 
ticulo mortis, saltem contritis, si 
confiteri non valeant. 

10. Benedicendi paramenta et alia 
utensilia ad sacrificium Missze nec- 
essaria, ubi non intervenit unctio 
sacra; et reconciliandi ecclesias pol- 
lutas aqua ab Episcopo benedicta, 
et in casu necessitatis, etiam aqua 
non benedicta ab Episcopo. 

11. Benedicendi coronas pre- 
catorias, cruces, et sacra numisma- 
ta, eisque applicandi indulgentias 
juxta folium Rom typis impres- 
sum; erigendi Confraternitates B. 
Marie de Monte Carmelo, SS. 
Rosarii et Bonz Mortis, necnon in- 
stituendi, in locis ubi non adsunt 
Patres Franciscales, pium .exercit- 
ium Vize Crucis, cum applicatione 
omnium indulgentiarum, et priv- 
ilegiorum que Summi Pontifices 
przedictis Confraternitatibus, et Vice 


Crucis exercitium peragentibus, 
impertiti sunt. 
12. Singulis secundis feriis non 


impeditis officio novem lectioumn, 
vel iis impeditis, die immediate 














true bigamy, or voluntary homicide, 
or violation of a censure. 

6. ‘To dispense from simple vows 
and commute them into other good 
works; and to dispense, for a rea- 
sonable cause, in the simple vows 
(a) of perfect and perpetual chastity 
which were not made by any relig- 
ious profession ; (b) of entering an 
Order or Convent where solemn 
vows are taken. 

7. Toabsolve and dispense in 
all cases of simony, requiring of the 
penitent to give some alms or per- 
form some good work instead. 

8. Todispense, when expedient, 
in regard to eating meat, eggs and 
other food on fast and ember days. 

9.. Toimpart three times each 
year a plenary indulgence to all! 
who shall have confessed their sins 
to the priest with a contrite heart 
and received Holy Communion; and 
likewise to grant a plenary indul- 
gence to those lately converted 
from heresy, and to all the penitent 
in the hour of death, in case they 
cannot confess. 

10. To bless the vestments and 
other articles necessary for the sac- 
rifice of mass; and also to recon- 
cile polluted churches with water 

blessed by the bishop, or in case of 
necessity, even with 
blessed by the bishop. 

11. To bless beads, crosses and 
sacred emblems, and apply to them 

such indulgences as are found in a 
pamphlet printed at Rome ; also to 
establish confraternities of the 
Blessed Virgin of Mount Carmel, 
and of the Most Holy Rosary anda 
yood Death ; likewise to establish 
the pious exercise of the Way of 
the Cross in places where no Fran- 
ciscar. Fathers reside, and to apply 
all the indulgences and privileges 
granted by the popes. 
On all Mondays not having 


water not 
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sequenti, celebrandi Missam de 
Requiem, in quocumque altari, eti- 
am portabili, et liberandi animas 
secundum ejus intentionem a pur- 
gatorii pcenis modo suffragii. 

13. Celebrandi bis in die, si 
necessitas urgeat, ita tamen ut in 
prima Missa non sumpserit ablu- 
tionem; per unam horam ante aur- 
oram, et aliam post meridiem; sine 
ministro; et sub dio, et sub terra, 
in loco tamen decenti (.S/at Diec. n. 
96): etiamsi altare sit fractum, vel 
sine reliquiis Sanctorum; et przs- 
entibus heretics, schismaticis, et 
infidelibus, si aliter celebrari non 
possit. Caveat vero ne preedicta 
facultate seu dispensatione celebran- 
di bis in die aliter quam ex gravissi- 
mis causis et rarissime utatur,in quo 
graviter ipisus conscientia oneratur. 

14. Deferendi SS. Sacramentum 
occulte ad infirmos sine lumine, ill- 
udque sine eodem retinendi pro iis- 
dem infirmis, in loco tamen decenti 
siab heretics aut infidelibus sit 
periculum sacrilegii. 

15. Recitandi Rosarium si div- 
inum officium ob aliquod legitimum 
impedimentum recitare non valeat. 

16. Tenendi et legendi, non ta- 
men aliis concedendi, libros ab Ap- 
ostolica Sede prohibitos, etiam con- 
tra religionem ex professo agentes- 

Datum ex Adibus Nostris South 
Orange, sub sigillo Nostro, die 19. 
mensis Junii, A. D., 1898. 

+ VENANTIUS MICHAEL WIGGER, 
Episcopus Novarcensis. 


an office of nine lessons (in this 
case, on the day immediately fol- 
lowing) to celebrate mass of the 
dead on the altar, and to liberate 
the souls out of purgatory according 
his intention. 

13. To celebrate mass twice a 
day, if necessary, without drinking 
the ablution in the first mass; to 
celebrate mass one hour before day- 
light, and one hour after noon; 
without mass-server, in any becom- 
ing place (Diocesan Statue No. 96), 
even though the altar be broken or 
without the relics of saints, and in 
the presence of heretics, schisma- 
tics and infidels, if it is impossible 
to celebrate otherwise. Neverthe- 
less, this faculty, or dispensation of 
celebrating mass twice a day should 
be used very rarely and only when 
grave reasons exist. 

14. To carry the most blessed 
sacrament in secret tothe sick with- 
out a light, and to preserve it with- 
out light for these sick in some be- 
coming place, should there be any 
danger of sacrilege from heretics. 

15. Torecite the rosary when 
unable for some legitimate hin- 
drance to say the divine office. 

16. To keep and to read, but 
not give to others, books forbidden 
by the Pcpe even against religion. 

Given at our Palace, South Or- 
ange, under our seal, the roth day 
of the month of June, A. D., 1898. 

+ WINAND MICHAEL WIGGER. 
Bishop of Newark. 


With such a document in his possession Father Mazzuca had faculties to 
forgive sins in Newark, and he exercised his power until he came to me a 


few months ago and said: 


‘*The priesthood is a fraud; [ will have no more 


to do with it.’’ There are many other priests like him who have no faith in 
the Roman Church-—another one from Newark came to me soon after the 
arrival of Father Mazzuca—and who would leave it if they knew how 
to get away and what to do afterwards. It isa good Christian work to 
help such men to a better life. 


Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 





* 


REE COPIES. 


We send out many hundred copies 
of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC every 
month to do missionary work. Mary 
requests come to us for copies for free 
distribution. The following from a 
Western State is a sample case: 

Dear Brother O'Connor:—I send the 
names of some intelligent Roman Ca- 
tholics to whom you might send THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIc as an educator. 
The priest here has closed the church 
building against the people, as he and 
they could not agree. J. G. 

The writer is a missionary whose sal- 
ary is very small, and as he could not 
pay for the copies, which will undoubt- 
edly do good in that community, here is 
an opportunity for co operation in mis- 
sionary work of the best kind. It is 
good to arouse the attention of the 
heathen to the consideration of religious 
questions, but it is no less good to help 
these Roman Catholics in our own coun- 
try to a knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. 

We shall be glad to be able to supply 
more and more free copies to mission- 
aries and inquiring Catholics, if the 
friends of this work will share in the 
privilege and expense. 





Monks and their Decline. 


This pamphlet, which has been plac- 
ed on the ‘‘Index of Forbidden Books’’ 
because it told the truth about the Jesu- 
its and the other religious orders, can be 
obtained at this office, price 25 cents, 
Rev. Geo. Zurcher, the Roman Catho- 
lic priest of Buffalo, N. Y., the author 
of the pamphlet, cannot issue another 
edition without incurring the risk of los- 
ing his parish. The Jesuitsare all power- 
ful at Rome. The Pope is afraid of them. 


a intl 


Please renew your subscription to 
The Converted Catholic for this year, 
1899, as soon as possible. 
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The White [lan’s Burden. 
BY RUDYARD KIPLING. 


Take up the White Man’s burdea— 
Send forth the best ye breed— 
Go, bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captive’s need ; 
To wait, in heavy harness, 
On fluttered folk and wild— 
Your new-caught sullen peoples, 
Half devil and half child. 
Take up the White Man’s burden— 
In patience to abide, 
To veil the threat of terror 
And check the show of pride ; 
By open speech and simple. 
An hundred times ma‘e plain, 
To seek another’s profit 
And work another's gain. 
Take up the White Man’s burden — 
The savage wars of peace— 
Fill full the mouth of Famine, 
And bid the sickness cease; 
And when your goal is nearest 
(The end for others sought) 
Watch sloth and heathen folly 
Bring all your hopes to naught. 
Take up the White Man’s burden— 
No iron rule of kings, 
But toil of serf and swezper— 
T e tale of common things. 
The ports ye shall not enter, 
The roads ye shall not tread, 
Go, make them with your living 
And mark them with your dead. 
Take up the White Man’s burden, 
And reap his old reward — 
The blame of those ye better 
The hate of those ye guard— 
The cry of hosts ye humor 
(Ah, slowly ! ) toward the light: 
‘* Why brought ye us from bondage, 
Our loved Egyptian night? ”* 
Take up the White Man’s burden— 
Ye dare not stoop to less— 
Nor call too loud on Freedom 
To cloke your weariness. 
By all ye will or whisper, 
By all ye leave or do, 
The silent sullen peoples. 

Shall weigh your God and you. 
Take up the White Man’s burden— 
Have done with childish days— 

The lightly proffered laurel, 

The easy ungrudged praise : 
Comes now to search your manhood 
Through all the thankless years, 
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom, 

The judgment of your peers. 








